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From the Pastor ‘s Study….

A couple of weeks ago, while the choir was warming up in rehearsal, Lucky threw back his head and began

singing along with us (okay, howling really).  Lucky is Russel’s dog.  He comes to Church every week and sits

up in the organ loft while his master plays fugues and hymns. Lucky is a rescue dog who, if left home alone,

gets upset and tears the house apart.  For six months he attended choir rehearsals and barely let out a

peep.  Then suddenly, Lucky could no longer restrain himself and joined us in singing our warm-up scales. 

Lucky’s surprise, full-bodied howling threw the rest of the choir into hysterics.  We were doubled over in

laughter.  We couldn’t catch our breaths.  Lucky looked around at us and tipped his head, wondering why

we were laughing so hard, which, of course, made us laugh harder still.

Lucky’s operatic choir debut happened the same week that Dan Smith died. I had spent the afternoon with

Dan’s wife Marilyn planning his funeral.  We had wept together and I was feeling grief when I came to choir. 

With Marilyn, Dan was a faithful, enthusiastic member of the Church, who bred, trained, and showed

German Shepherds and Dachshunds.  They often brought a couple of their miniature Dachshunds to Sunday

worship—an inclusion that many of us say helped “humanize” the Church and gave us the joy of feeling our

connection to all that lives and has being.   There was something so beautiful and right about sharing the

“peace of God” with Dan, and Marilyn, and their two little wiener dogs in the sanctuary on a Sunday

morning.

Mary Oliver, the great American poet, died the same day that Dan died.  Her poetry was born from her

sense of connection and deep attentiveness to all that lives and has being.  She celebrated the wonder of

grass, and geese on the wing, and grasshoppers in the early morning field.   In her poem “When Death

Comes,” she writes:  “I look upon everything as a brotherhood and a sisterhood, and I look upon time as

no more than an idea, and I consider eternity as another possibility ... When it's over, I want to say: all my

life I was a bride married to amazement. I was the bridegroom, taking the world into my arms ... I don't

want to end up simply having visited this world.”   

We are created by Love, for Love.  We are created for relationship with God, and one another, and this vast,

beautiful, diverse, mysterious world.   To embrace these connections fully is to open ourselves to both

immense joy and grief.  The laughter and the tears are the fruits of loving—of taking the world into our

arms and sharing life in God’s sacred embrace.   For this we are made.   In this we find our reason for being.



“The Native American Experience: Telling the Truth & Healing Together”

Please join us Sunday, February 24, 1:30-4:00 p.m. at the Old Dutch Church  for a screening of the

documentary “Dawnland.” The film documents the

experience of Native American children who were

systematically forced, by the government, from their homes

and placed with white families. As recently as the 1970’s,

one in four Native children nationwide were living in non-

Native foster care, adoptive homes, or boarding schools.

Many children experienced devastating emotional and

physical harm by adults who mistreated them and tried to erase their cultural identity.  

As part of Maine’s first government-sanctioned truth and reconciliation commission in the United

States, Native and non-Native commissioners gathered the untold stories of Indigenous child removal in

the United States, which, through this film bear witness to the devastating impact of the state’s child

welfare practices on families in Maliseet, Micmac, Passamaquoddy and Penobscot tribal communities. 

This event is part of a longer and ongoing process of truth-telling, reconciliation, and healing sponsored

by the Association of Native Americans in the Hudson Valley, Neetopk-Keetopk, and the Old Dutch

Church.   The event will begin with a communal meal, followed by the film and conversation, and

ending with a healing ritual in the Church yard.

 

Gatherings for Newcomers:  On Sunday, February 17, at noon, following worship, all

newcomers are invited to join Old Dutch deacons and elders to get to know a bit more

about one another.  We will meet until 1:30 p.m. in this first gathering.   When we are

together we will plan for two more meetings, hopefully on Sundays in March, so that

you can learn more about the Church’s ecumenical and Reformed tradition, and how

you can participate more fully in the life and particular mission of the Old Dutch Church. 

The Warming Center Is Open! You are invited to help cook and/or serve the homeless men and women

who find shelter at the Warming Center, A.M.E. Zion Church, 26 Franklin

St.  On the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, January through April, we will provide

dinner for these guests.  The next dinners will be served Wednesdays,

February 6 and February 20, 6:00 pm.   On the 1st Thursday of these

months we will also provide breakfast.  The next breakfast we will serve

is Thursday, February 7, 7:00 am.  If you want to be a part of this Table

ministry, please talk to Pastor Renee: 845-338-6759, or e-mail to pastorrenee@olddutchchurch.org (put

“Table ministry” in the subject line).   

Sunday, February 3rd is our collection of non-perishable foods for our food

cupboard.  Food pantry needs include:  protein foods - canned meats,

chicken, tuna, sardines, stews, Spam, peanut/almond butters, beans,

Progresso soups; pasta, rice, spaghetti sauce; kids’ lunch box items -

granola bars, juice boxes; mayonnaise, mustard, ketchup, vegetable oil. 

Donated items may be left on the stage in Bethany Hall.  If you would like

to contribute but can’t be here on the designated Sunday, feel free to drop

off your items during the week. 



PRAYER CORNER

Hospitalized - Ah Tua Teo(Deirdre  Ourso), Giada Pettengill(toddler with cancer)

Nursing Homes/Assisted Living - Mary Markle, Audrey Hornbeck, Edna Atkins,

Dorothea Clearwater,  Harry Anderson, Maida Blankschen, Donald Bell,    

Jane Stabile(rehab; Pat Hall), Jon Miller(rehab; Karen Gorst’s nephew)

At Home – Gilbert Plantinga, Betty Myers, Karen Van Kleeck, Joel Brink, Theron Haskins, Ed Ford,   

Lois Anderson, Galen & Liz Kelly, Jim Gordon (in MD), Howard Hopkins, Tom Pape,       

Milczarzyk Family - Dee, Annie, Mary Anne, Anthony; Liam Lezniak(Matt Hall), Lynda Thaisz(Pat

Allen), Jessica, Solon De Usoz(Deirdre Ourso’s sister & nephew),Tory Lowe(Jane Hansell),                 

Thelma Lucas(Betty Williams), Frankie Knowles(age 6, with inoperable brain tumor; by Betsy Arlantico),

Barry Mitchell, Chuck Oliver(Barbara Oliver’s brother), Nancy Guido(Betty Williams), Aaron Brown,

Sahar Chifici(both by Deirdre Ourso), Hannah Little, Carol Smith(Hannah Little), Karl Steinbrenner(Lisa

Dudley’s father), Narciso Alverio(Christie’s  father), Hopson & Landis Families(Natalie Hopson),          

baby Wyatt Krueger, baby Smith & Family (Elizabeth Wikane), Kathy Vitale(Jim Fitzmorris’ sister), 

Peter Rosier(son of Henk & Barbara), Ruth Biltz(Gene Hall), Melodie Dutronc(by a friend),                   

Jolie Dunham (scheduled for pancreatic surgery), Vince Dabrowski(Pat Hall)

(Names will remain on our At Home Prayer List for one month, unless otherwise requested)

    Missionaries - Rev. Aaro Rytkonen/Al Amana Center(Oman), Josh & Erica Bode(Oman)

 Incarcerated - Jeremiah

Military Service - James Bonestell(son of Ken & Rebecca Rosier)

                               Taylor Schenck(granddaughter of Dan & Marilyn Smith)

Our prayers and sympathy go to Galen & Elizabeth Kelly and family on the

death of their daughter, Meghann, on Christmas morning.  Meghann, who

grew up at Old Dutch, had not been well for more than a year and had been

on our Prayer List for most of that time; she was just 39.  In addition to her

parents, Meghann is survived by her daughters, Sophia Poremba and Lily Bear,

her brothers, Michael and Dillon, her sister, Michelle, and their families. 

Meghann was predeceased by her grandparents and her brother, Christopher.  There will be a

Memorial Service for Meg at a later date.

Our prayers and sympathy go to Karen Spencer and their family on the death of her mother, Barbara

Storms, on New Year’s Eve.  A long-time member of Old Dutch, Barbara had relocated to Alabama to be

nearer to Karen and her family a number of years ago.  Karen is planning a grave-side service locally for

Barbara later this year.

Our prayers and sympathy go to Karen Van Kleeck and their family on the death of her sister, Jennifer

Potter, early in January.  Jennifer lived in North Carolina at the time of her death and had been on our

Prayer List for a number of months, since her cancer diagnosis.  Karen sends her thanks for the prayers

and concern on Jennifer’s behalf. 

Our prayers and sympathy also go to Marilyn Smith and their family and friends on Dan’s passing in

mid-January.  Dan and Marilyn were regulars at worship services, usually accompanied by their two

little Dachshunds.  Dan had been in the hospital recently since receiving the diagnosis of the return and

spread of his cancer.  His funeral service was held in our Sanctuary on January 19th.

Our prayers and sympathy go to Lisa Dudley and the family and friends of William Remer on his death

in late January.  Mr. Remer had been on our Prayer List for a number of weeks prior to his death.

Our prayers and sympathy go to the family of baby Giovanni who died recently.  Giovanni had been on

our Prayer List for a number of weeks prior to his death.



Congratulations to the incoming Consistory members for 2019.  Ordained/Installed to three-year terms

on Consistory on January 13 were Deirdre Ourso, Elder, Karen Gorst, Deacon, and Lois Every, Deacon. 

Our apologies to Lois for omitting her name from earlier announcements.  

Communal Gatherings for “Growing in Lent”

Ash Wednesday, the first day of the forty-day season of Lent,

is March 6.   On these Wednesdays--March 6, 13, 20, and 27,

from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., we will gather for a meal, celebrate

the Lord’s Supper, and explore/engage some Christian

practices that can form us more deeply in the life and way of

Jesus.   Through the intentional practice of such things as

forgiveness, healing, hospitality, resting, embodiment, and

embracing our mortality, we grow in God’s grace and peace.  

Each of these weeks in Lent,  in our Sunday worship and

Wednesday gatherings, we will focus on a different practice.  

The specific focus for each week will be announced in

advance.  You are welcome to come for one, two, three, or

all four weeks of these Wednesday “Growing in Lent” gatherings.

The Society for Creative Anachronism will hold its annual meeting and

dinner, an event they refer to as the Dancing Fox, on Saturday, February 2nd,

beginning at 10 am, at Old Dutch, and invite anyone interested to attend. 

The dinner cost will be on a donation basis and their only requirement is

that attendees make an attempt to dress in Renaissance costume; you’re

welcome to contact Pam Parisi at  alaynenordenhal@yahoo.com or          

331-0560 for help in obtaining a costume or for info regarding reservations,

etc.

Souper Bowl Sunday is February 3rd.  That morning, we will be accepting monetary donations

(cash/check) or non-perishable food items which will be sent to Caring Hands to help support

their feeding program.  We hope that you will consider making a donation to help feed the

needy in our community.   

In honor of Black History Month, a Sojourner Truth re-enactor will be at Old Dutch on

Saturday, February 9th for a presentation on the remarkable life of the Ulster-County-

born former slave who became an abolitionist, author, and human rights activist after

securing her freedom.  The program is scheduled to begin at 1 pm; there is no charge for

admission.

The Orchestra Now of Bard College will present a concert in our Sanctuary at 7 pm on Friday evening,

February 15th.  

For five Tuesday mornings, February 26 - March 26, Happy Dan (Dagen Julty) will

lead a group of children, ages 0 - 2, and their caregivers in music, finger plays,

movement, and instrument play in a program called, Sing with Your Baby.  The

group will meet in the Choir Room from 10:30 - 11:30; fee will be on a donation

basis ranging from $5 - $15.  For more information or to reserve a spot for this

unique opportunity to explore music and make new friends in a creative and comforting environment,

contact Happy Dan at dagenjulty@gmail.com. 



FEBRUARY AT OLD DUTCH

Saturday, February 2 - Society for Creative Anachronism Annual Meeting & Dinner - 10:00 am

Sunday, February 3 - 1st Sunday Worship and Communion - 10:30 am

Sunday, February 3 - Souper Bowl Sunday collection for Caring Hands - 11:30 am

Sunday, February 3 - Collection of Food Items for Old Dutch Food Pantry - 11:30 am

Sunday, February 3 - Monthly Consistory Meeting - 12 noon

Wednesday, February 6 - Preparing & Serving Dinner at the Warming Center - 6:00 pm

Thursday, February 7 - Preparing & Serving Breakfast at the Warming Center - 7:00 am

Saturday, February 9 - Sojourner Truth Presentation - 1:00 pm

Friday, February 15 - The Orchestra Now from Bard College Concert - 7:00 pm

Saturday, February 16 - Winter Farmers’ Market - 10:00 am

Wednesday, February 20 - Preparing & Serving Dinner at the Warming Center - 6:00 pm

Sunday, February 24 - Communal Meal & Showing of Film Dawnland - 1:30 pm

Monday, February 25 - Communal Meal & Healing Ritual in Churchyard in Observance of the Pavonia      

                                       Massacre of Native Americans in1643 - 10:00 am

Tuesday, February 26 - Sing with Your Baby - 10:30 am

Wednesday, February 27 - Healing Service - 7:00 pm

ONGOING MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES:

    Music - Mendelssohn Club, Mon. - 6:30 pm;  Community Chorus, Wed. - 1 pm

Old Dutch Choir, Thurs. - 7 pm;  Fine Arts Recitals, Thurs. - 12:15 pm(Spring & Fall)

      Support/12 Step Groups -    

AA - Thurs. - 7:30 pm;    Al-Anon - Mon. - 12 noon; Tues. - 7:15 pm

Debtors’ Anonymous - Mon. - 6:30 pm (BDA);   Wed. - 6:30 pm (DA)

GRASP (Autism Support Group) - 4th Sat. - 12 noon

Peer to Peer - Thurs. - 5:30 pm

SLAA - Fri. - 7:30 pm;  1st Fri. - 5:30 pm

    God’s Word - Worship & Sunday School, Sun. - 10:30 am;   Bible Study, Tues. - 7:00 pm;

Healing Services, 4th Wed. - 7:00 pm(Sept - June); Vespers, Wed. - 6:00 pm, (during Advent and Lent)

    Crafts - Sew Happy!, Thurs. - 5 pm;   Prayer Shawl Ministry - 2nd  Sun. - 12 noon     

    Other - Winter Farmers’ Market - alternate Sat. - 10 am - 2 pm, (December - April)

**********
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Statement of Identity and Mission Statement of Identity and Mission Statement of Identity and Mission Statement of Identity and Mission 

     We are a community of Christ in the heart of Kingston.  We have received and we proclaim the good news

of God’s reconciling, welcoming, and transforming love in Jesus Christ.  As a Reformed congregation, we

strive to embrace all of God’s people regardless of age, race, color, history, sexual orientation, gender

identity, marital status, mental or physical abilities, or social-economic status. 

     Through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, we seek to be both sign and instrument of God’s reign

by welcoming every person to worship, love and serve God, and to love and serve our neighbors as ourselves.

     We embrace the following missions:              

      ~To offer God's word, prayer, and the sacraments    

      ~To offer community, education, and music

      ~To offer sanctuary, care, and advocacy  

      ~To offer hospitality to and partnership with community groups

      ~To steward and offer the gifts we have been given, including our Reformed traditions, our heritage, and
our space.


